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you were a liar. So would most other workers in India.
And unfortunately, your experience was not exceptional.
Much the same contrast in production holds true between
our workers and those of the big industrial countries over
a whole range of goods. Try to say so, and you are either
blackguarded by representatives of labour, or accused of
sabotage by national optimists. When you try to get it
into their heads that we shall never meet all the targets
that are being set up for us unless we can raise the level of
our industrial efficiency a long way above where it is now,
they just turn a deaf ear."
" Doesn't the difference in wage levels help to even out
the efficiency discrepancy r " I inquired.
" It helps," the assistant volunteered, " but it can never
meet the situation fully unless there are very big rises in
the West. You see, the minimum wage here now is a
hundred rupees a month, including a dearness allowance.
If you take that as worth nearly thirty-five dollars, or eight
pounds sterling, you can see that we mustn't have too big
a gap between our standard of output and those of more
industrially advanced countries if we are to compete with
them in world markets."
" And don't forget," Joseph added, " that this is one of
the better works of its kind. There are dozens which don't
come anywhere near the same standard."
That visit was not typical of the Indian cotton industry,
any more than the cotton trade is a reflection of industry
as a whole. It does, however, serve to indicate some
of the progress that has been made and is being made,
as well as the problems which will one day have to be
faced by those who envisage India as the workshop of
the East.
Right now, Indian industry is going through a sticky patch.
Many of the concerns which are being established at the
moment are being run by what are known in Britain as
"' spivs." They are all out for a quick killing while the